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WE CLAIM 

1 . In a system including a telematics unit and a data center, a method 
for automatically replenishing calling units within the telematics unit, the method 
comprising: 

operating the telematics unit to automatically detect an occurrence 
of a trigger event to the data center; and 

operating the data center to communicate a replenishment package 
to the telematics unit subsequent to the detection of the trigger event, wherein 
the replenishment package includes a first set of calling units 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein the operation of the telematics unit 
to automatically report the occurrence of a trigger event to the data center 
includes: 

operating the telematics unit to monitor a calendar to thereby 
facilitate a detection of an end of a current billing cycle; and 

operating the telematic unit to communicate the occurrence of the 
trigger event to the data center upon the detection of the end of the current billing 
cycle. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

operating the data center to identify the replenishment package 
based on an association of the telematics unit and a customer account in 
response to the communication of the occurrence of the trigger event by the 
telematics unit. 

4. The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

operating the data center to communicate a trigger event reset to 
the telematics unit subsequent to the telematics unit replenishing itself with the 
first set of calling units; and 

operating the telematics unit to reset the trigger event to the end of 
the next billing cycle in response to a reception of the trigger event reset. 
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5. The method of claim 1 , wherein an operation of the telematics unit 
to automatically detect and communicate an occurrence of a trigger event to the 
data center includes: 

operating the telematics unit to monitor a consumption of a second 
set of calling units by the telematics unit to thereby facilitate a detection of a 
depletion of the second set of calling units; and 

operating the telematics unit to communicate the occurrence of the 
trigger event to the data center upon the detection of the depletion of the second 
set of calling units. 

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

operating the data center to identify and deliver at least one 
replenishment package to the telematics unit in response to the communication 
of the detected depletion of the second set of calling units; 

operating the telematics unit to select the replenishment package 
from the offered at least one replenishment package, wherein the data center 
automatically communicates the replenishment package in response to the 
selection of the replenishment package by the telematics unit. 

7. The method of claim 6, 

wherein the data center identifies the at least one replenishment 
package as a function of a consumption rate of calling units by the telematics 
unit. 



8. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

operating the telematics unit to automatically replenish itself with 
the first set of calling units in response to a reception of the replenishment 
package. 
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9. A system, comprising: J 

a telematics unit operable to automatically detect an occurrence of 
a trigger event to said data center; and 

a data center operable to communicate a replenishment package to 
said telematics unit subsequent to the occurrence of the trigger event, 

wherein the replenishment package includes a first set of calling 

units, and 

wherein said telematics unit is further operable to automatically 
replenish itself with the first set of calling units in response to a reception of the 
replenishment package. 

10. The system of claim 9, wherein said telematics units includes: 
means for monitoring a calendar to thereby facilitate a detection of 

an end of a current billing cycle; and 

means for communicating the occurrence of the trigger event to 
said data center upon the detection of the end of the current billing cycle. 

1 1 . The system of claim 1 0, wherein said data center includes 
means for identifying the replenishment package based on an 

association of said telematics unit and a customer account. 

12. The system of claim 9, 

wherein said data center is further operable to communicate a 
trigger event reset to said telematics unit subsequent to said telematics unit 
replenishing itself with the first set of calling units; and 

wherein said telematics unit is further operable to reset the trigger 
event to the end of the next billing cycle in response to a reception of the trigger 
event reset. 
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1 3. The system of claim 9, wherein said telematics unit includes: 
means for monitoring a consumption of a second set of calling units 

by said telematics unit to thereby facilitate a detection of a depletion of the 
second set of calling units; and 

means for communicating the occurrence of the trigger event to 
said data center upon the detection of the depletion of the second set of calling 
units. 

14. The system of claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

wherein said data center is further operable to identify and offer at 
least one replenishment package to said telematics unit in response to the 
communication of the detected depletion of the second set of calling units; 

wherein said telematics unit is further operable to select the 
replenishment package from the offered at least one replenishment package; and 

wherein said data center automatically communicates the 
replenishment package in response to the selection of the replenishment 
package by said telematics unit. 

15. The system of claim 1 1 , wherein said data center identifies the at 
least one replenishment package as a function of a consumption rate of calling 
units by said telematics unit. 

16. A telematics unit, comprising: ^ 

means for automatically detecting and communicating an 
occurrence of a trigger event to a data center; and 

means for automatically replenishing itself with a first set of calling 
units in response to a reception of a replenishment package from the data center, 

wherein the reception of the replenishment package from the data 
center corresponds to the communicated occurrence of the trigger event. 
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1 7. The telematics unit of claim 1 6, 

wherein the occurence of the trigger event is an end of a billing 

cycle. 

1 8. The telematics unit of claim 1 6, 

wherein the occurrence of the trigger event is a depletion of a 
second set of calling units by said telematics unit during a current billing cycle. 

1 9. The telematics unit of claim 1 6, 

wherein the replenishment package is associated with a customer 
account corresponding to said telematics unit. 

20. The telematics unit of claim 1 6, 

wherein the replenishment package is based on a consumption rate 
of calling units by said telematics unit. 

21. The telematics unit of claim 16, 

wherein said telematics unit selected the replenishment package 
from among at least one replenishment package offered by the data center. 



